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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR PEAL'S MEETING IN AF 

SUMMARY: AT HIS REQUEST AMBASSADOR PEAL MET AT LENGTH 
WITH DEPUTY ASST. SEC. MULCAHY (AF) SEPT 3 TO BRING 
HIMSELF UP TO DATE ON BUREAU ACTIVITIES AFTER BEING AWAY 
FROM WASHINGTON FOR GREATER PORTION OF YEAR. FOLLOWING 
ARE HIGHLIGHTS OF SIGNIFICANT ISSUES DISCUSSED DURING 
LENGTHY MEETING; COMPLETE DETAILS COVERED IN MEMCON 
BEING POUCHED: 

1. DENNIS' FOURTH OF JULY COMMENTS: PEAL EXPRESSED REGRET 
OVER WHAT HE TERMED FOREIGN MINISTER'S UNFORTUNATE RE- 
MARKS. HE NOTED THAT ALTHOUGH MANY OTHER LIBERIANS ALSO 
HOLD VIEW THAT REMARKS UNFORTUNATE, THEY NEVERTHELESS 
SHARE DENNIS’ BELIEF THAT US INTEREST IN LIBERIA ON DE- 
CLINE. PEAL CITED CURRENT LEVEL OF US ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE 
AS EXAMPLE THIS DECLINE, AND NOTED FRG HAS REPLACED US 
AS SINGLE LARGEST CONTRIBUTOR OF AID TO LIBERIA. MULCAHY 
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TOLD PEAL IT EXTREMELY DISTURBING WHEN CLOSE FRIENDS BEGIN 
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TO QUESTION EACH OTHERS' LOYALTY, BUT PERHAPS WE CAN 
ASSURE PRESIDENT TOLBERT OF CONTINUED GOOD RELATIONS 
BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES SHOULD HE VISIT THE US LATER 
THIS MONTH. ON MATTER OF WHO GIVING MORE AID MULCAHY TOLD 

PEAL US DOES NOT MIND COMPETITION IN THIS AREA AND WE 
WELCOME FRG'S INITIATIVES. HE ALSO CITED CONGRESSIONALLY 
IMPOSED RESTRAINTS ON LEVELS OF ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE BUT 
NOTED THAT BLACK CAUCUS IS INTERESTED IN US PROVIDING 
MORE AID FOR AFRICA. MULCAHY NOTED RECENT US CONTRI 
BUTIONS TO LIBERIA'S DEVELOPMENT. WHICH INCLUDE 1.3 
MILLION DOLLARS IN MILITARY ASSISTANCE AND REMINDED PEAL 
THAT DESPITE SUBSTANTIAL CUTS IN FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 
LIBERIA RECEIVED 4 MILLION DOLLARS MORE IN ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE THAN THE AMOUNT ORIGINALLY PROGRAMMED FOR FY 
76. 

2. CIA INVOLVEMENT IN STEVE TOLBERT'S DEATH: PEAL SAID 
RECENT MEDIA ACCOUNTS OF WEST AFRICAN PILOT STORY ALLEG- 
ING CIA INVOLVEMENT IN STEVE TOLBERT'S DEATH CAUSING 
SERIOUS AND UNUSUAL PUBLIC CONCERN IN LIBERIA. PEAL 

SAID THAT BECAUSE IT IS AFRICAN CUSTOM FOR ACCUSED PERSON 
TO FORCEFULLY AND IMMEDIATELY DENY ACCUSATION OF WRONG 
DOING, CONTINUED USG SILENCE IN WAKE THIS ALLEGATION WILL 
ONLY EXACERBATE SITUATION BY LEADING MANY TO BELIEVE 
ALLEGATION TRUE. MULCAHY POINTED OUT WEST AFRICAN PILOT 
IS SOVIET- SUPPORTED, THEREFORE ITS CONTENTS HIGHLY 
SUSPECT AND SHOULD NOT BE DIGNIFIED BY COMMENT. MULCAHY 
ALSO EXPRESSED AMAZEMENT KNOWLEDGEABLE TIBER TANS WOULD 
LEND CREDENCE TO STORY WITHOUT FIRST CHECKING IT OUT. HE 
ASKED IF PRESIDENT TOLBERT ACCEPTED ALLEGATION. PEAL 
DID NOT KNOW. 

3. PRESIDENT TOLBERT'S IMPENDING VISIT: PEAL HAS BEEN IN 
TOUCH WITH RANGEL ON THIS SUBJECT. ALTHOUGH DELIGHTED 
OVER CAUCUS' INITIATIVE, PEAL SAID HE BELIEVES IN- 
VITATION TO ADDRESS DINNER NOT INDUCEMENT ENOUGH FOR 
TOLBERT TO ACCEPT, PARTICULARLY IN VIEW PRESIDENT HAS 
BEEN HERE OFTEN IN RECENT YEARS AND HAS GONE AWAY EMPTY- 
HANDED. PEAL ACKNOWLEDGED GOL RECEIVED BENEFITS FROM 
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LAST TRIP, I.E., PRESIDENT FORD'S ASSURANCE OF USG 
SUPPORT FOR LIBERIA'S POSITION ON ENERGY SECURITY TRANSPOR- 
TATION ACT, STATED NONETHELESS THIS TYPE BENEFIT DOES 
NOT REACH MAN IN STREET, WHO NEEDS POSITIVE PROOF OF 
OUR GOOD INTENTIONS. MULCAHY PROMISED TO FOLLOW UP ON 
THIS MATTER WITH RANGEL. 

4. AFRICAN AMBASSADORS SECOND MEETING WITH SECRETARY: 
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AMBASSDOR PEAL MISSED FIRST MEETING AND IS ANXIOUS TO 
LAY GROUNDWORK FOR PROMISED SECOND SESSION. HE BELIEVES 
TIMING IS RIGHT SINCE EASING MIDDLE EAST PROBLEM HOPEFULLY 
WILL OCCUPY LESSER PORTION SECRETARY'S TIME. PEAL STATED 
THAT HE PLANS HOLD MEETINGS WITH AFRICAN AMBASSADORS IN 
ORDER DEVELOP AGENDA WHICH WOULD BE PRESENTED TO SECRETARY 

PRIOR TO MEETING, THUS ENABLING HIM TO REFINE HIS THINKING 
ON WHAT PEAL CONSIDERS KEY AFRICAN ISSUES. MULCAHY 
OFFERED TO WORK WITH PEAL ON PLANS FOR MEETING. 

5. TOLBERT INAUGURATION: PEAL NOTED THAT PRESIDENT TOLBERT 
BEING INAUGURATED JAN. 5, 1976 AND EXPRESSED HOPE US 
CONTEMPLATING SENDING "MEANINGFUL DELEGATION" TO MONROVIA 
AS POSITIVE INDICATION US/LIBERIA RELATIONS STILL STRONG. 
AMBASSADOR MULCAHY INDICATED WE AWARE THIS EVENT AND 
WERE MERELY AWATING SOME INDICATION GOL'S DESIRE BEFORE 
TAKING ANY ACTION. KISSINGER 
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